
Ngwaga o mosha!
(Happy new year!)

We rang in the new year with Kelsey’s sister Lyn-
nea and brother-in-law John. A visit from home 
at Christmas time was refreshing and exciting for 
the whole family. Right after they left, we drove 
to Gaborone (a full day of driving) to visit the Bi-
ble Society of Botswana head office and do some 
shopping for things we can’t get in Maun.
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Carl spent a few days in far northwestern Botswa-
na with the Shekgalagari translators and a few 
advisory committee members. They traveled to 
different villages in the area and conducted com-
munity checking sessions on the Gospel of John. 
The Bakgalagari are widespread in Botswana, but 
most of the people they met had not yet heard 
about the translation project. 
Over 3 days of checking, approximately 100 com-
munity members came to listen to the translation 
and offer their critique and encouragement. Not 
only is this step vital to the translation process, it is 
key to ensuring the New Testament is used when it 
is completed. There are now 100 more people who 
feel ownership of the New Testament they helped 
with, rather than being recipients alone!

The new school year has begun! School years here 
run concurrent with the calendar year, so everyone 
started a new grade level in January. We are so 
thankful for a school the kids love.

Carl and Kelsey

GRULKE
MaryJane, Audrey, Judah, Gideon & Isaac

We all hear these people speaking in our own languages about the 
wonderful things God has done!    -Acts 2:11



What’s coming next?

Prayer requests for our family
Pray that we would take time to discern God’s plan for the future of these 
projects and listen to the leading that God provides.

Thanksgiving for a great first year on the field!

Pray that we would be able to carve out more time for language learning.

Thanksgiving for the health and happiness of our kids. Pray that they would 
stay healthy and continue to learn and grow.

Pray for our upcoming travel for consultant checking, community testing 
and conferences.

How you can help
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MONTHLY SUPPORT GOAL 97%

Thanks to your generous support, we passed our fundraising goal for 2018! Praise the Lord!

We need people praying for each of us, our family, the projects, the 
translators, the people here in Botswana and more. Look above for more specifics!
PRAY

We need the financial support of our partners to make our ministry in 
Botswana possible. Your financial gifts make it possible for us to budget and plan for 
our future in the field, especially the ongoing, regular gifts you generously give. You 
can give a tax-deductible gift online at lbt.org or mail checks with Grulke Ministry 
in the memo line to Lutheran Bible Translators, P.O. Box 789, Concordia, MO 64020

GIVE

We need people to support us in raising awareness for our ministry. You 
can share the mission of Bible translation with your church or friends and invite 
them to follow our journey too!

TELL

April 19 marks 
one year that we’ve 
been in Botswana! It 
feels simultaneously 
like a lifetime and like 

no time at all. 

We are so thankful for 
a productive, healthy, 
and exciting first year. 
God proves to us over 
and over again that he 

is faithful. 

Thank you for your 
prayers and support! 
We look forward to 
many more years of 

service alongside all of 
you.

March 4-8 Checking with our United 
Bible Societies consultant from the 
Netherlands

March 26 Happy birthday MaryJane!

April 1-12 Kelsey in Europe at a Scrip-
ture distribution conference

April 12 Final day of Term 1 at school

April 19   ONE YEAR IN BOTSWANA!

April 19-21 Wayeyi Cultural Festival

April 21 Happy Easter!

May 6 Happy Birthday Carl!

May 13 Shekgalagari Advisory Com-
mittee Meeting

National pride 
and village life in 

Xhauga


