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We all hear these people speaking in our own languages about the wonderful 
things God has done!   -Acts 2:11

Merry Christmas!
The Grulkes have had a big year and we have another big year coming up! Here are some of  the highlights:

In May, we packed up our 
house in Lincoln, spent some 
time with family, and moved to 
Texas to study at the Graduate 
Institute of  Applied Linguis-
tics. We sure miss our church 
and friends in Lincoln, but we 
are confident that we are where 
God has called us to be.

Gideon and Isaac are getting so big! 
Their personalities come out more and 
more each day. They love playing peek-
a-boo, playing outside, and climbing on 
EVERYTHING.

Judah loves the school he attends two mornings 
a week. He is very proud of  knowing his letters 
and loves playing superheroes, Star Wars, and 
LEGOs.

Our duplex backs 
up to woods with 
a great trail sys-
tem. We love 
to go on family 
hikes. This mild 
Texas winter sure 
has some benefits!

We love exploring 
Dallas and connecting 
with Kelsey’s Uncle 
Mike, who lives in the 
area. Some of  our fa-
vorites so far are the 
Dallas Arboretum and 
Joe Pool Lake.

Audrey is flourishing 
in Kindergarten. She 
recently earned a spot 
at her class’s pizza par-
ty for knowing all 50 
sight words. She loves 
coloring and all things 
artistic.

MaryJane is doing 
great in 2nd grade. 
She loves to read 
and devours books 
at an almost alarm-
ing rate. She loves 
being outdoors.

Carl is currently learning very 
practical ways to learn language 
on the field and looking forward 
to our work overseas. He enjoys 
playing soccer with classmates 
and roughhousing with the kids.

Kelsey is studying ways to encourage people to 
use their local artistic genres to engage with the 
newly translated Scriptures. Her classes are very 
interesting and applicable to our overseas work. 
Kelsey enjoys baking and getting to know new 
friends.



If you would prefer to NOT receive future emails or letters, or would like ADDITIONAL informa-
tion on LBT and missionary support, please contact Karen Campbell at (800) 532-4253 ext. 142 or at 
Karen.Campbell@LBT.org

Support our ministry! Follow our journey!

The Grulkes’ LBT Adventures

www.thegrulkes.org

thegrulkes thegrulkes

Pray: We need people praying for us during this time of transition and learn-
ing. Look to the right for specifics!
Give: We need the financial support of our partners to make our minstry pos-
sible. The training we will receive at GIAL is top-notch, but is not cheap. Your 
financial gifts will make it possible for us to focus more fully on our studies so 
we can prepare for life on the field. You can give a tax-deductible gift online 
at lbt.org or mail checks with Grulke Ministry in the memo line to Lutheran 
Bible Translators, P.O. Box 789, Concordia, MO 64020
Advocate: We need people to support us in raising awareness for our min-
istry and needs. You can share the mission of LBT with your church or friends 
and invite them to follow our journey too!

Contact us!
carl-kelsey.grulke@lbt.org

402-405-4541
6663 Nyman Drive, Dallas, TX 75236
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The Word became flesh...
We love the ministry of  Lutheran 
Bible Translators because it is incar-
national. Much like Jesus became a 
man so that He would fully experi-
ence humanity, we are called to be-
come like the people among whom 
we are called to work. We will learn 
their language and all the little ins 
and out and idiosyncrasies that come 
with it, learn their culture so that we 
undertand the way that they think 
about the world around them and 
learn their homes, living and work-
ing alongside them, all so that we 
can better translate God’s Word into 
their heart language. 

It would probably be easier to do this 
work if  we didn’t have to do those 
things. It would take less time to 
translate if  we just came in, set up 
shop for a while and rushed through 
things, all with the goal of  getting 
this done so we can move onto 
the next language that doesn’t have 
God’s Word. But that approach isn’t 
the Jesus way. If  we look to Jesus and 
His example of  incarnation, we see 
that He experienced everything, just 

so that He could give His life away 
for us. 

There are faster ways to do Bible 
translations. There are shortcuts 
and work arounds to the culture and 
langauge barriers. But taking those 
paths leads to misunderstandings, 
mistranslation and, more important-
ly, a lack of  ownership from the peo-
ple of  that language group. If  people 
don’t understand what is going on in 
the Bible, they don’t feel like it is for 
them. And if  they don’t feel like the 
Bible is for them, they won’t read it. 

LBT takes the long way when it 
comes to Bible translation, much 
like Jesus took the long way in His 
ministry: 30 years of  life, just for 3 
years of  work. All that time learn-
ing about the people, their struggles 
and challenges, their languages and 
customs; all of  that was so that He 
would understand them fully and be 
able to preach the Good News that 
they so desperately needed. Much the 
same way, we will spend years learn-
ing the language and the culture of  
the people with whom we work. We 

have to put in the time if  we want 
to understand the people enough to 
share God’s Word with them. It will 
be hard, but it will be worth it. 

And we have to work with them. If  
we just do the translation work in a 
bubble, isolated from the people who 
will be reading it, the end result will 
just sit on the shelves of  the people 
who receive it: unused, unread, un-
heeded. And this is the last thing we 
want. We want people to read these 
Bibles, we want them to cherish them 
the way that so many people have 
cherished the Word of  God through-
out history. 

No dust covered Bibles for us. No 
quick and easy paths. No bubbles of  
isolation. It will be the way of  Jesus 
for us: getting our hands dirty, do-
ing the hard work, becoming like the 
people we love and serve so that they 
might hear of  the wonderful things 
that God has done! This Christmas, 
let us all remember the incarnation 
of  Jesus: made human so that He 
might share His love with us. 

We will finish with school in June 2017, then return to Iowa for around nine months, during which time we will prepare for 
our life overseas. We look forward to spending time with our families and visiting churches and individuals who would like 
to partner in our Bible translation journey through prayer and financial support. 

We are filled with joy and thankfulness this Christmas season. What a blessing to be studying things we love surrounded by 
a community of  supportive people who love studying the same things. What a blessing to have wonderful extended families 
who we love to be with, however often it is. What a blessing to think of  all the friends and family we love around the world 
who will receive this Christmas letter. May God’s peace and joy fill you and your family this Christmas season!


